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Where are we now?
1.

Activity plan 2013-2017

Working groups

• Shaping future policy and science - WG1 Europe’s Stakeholders –
• Sharing knowledge and experience - WG2 Education in Landscape
Ecology
• Bridging science and society - WG 3 Landscape Ecology and Practice

2.
3.
4.
5.

Engagement of members
Individual members
National chapters
IALE-International

6.
7.
8.

Thematic seminars
Intensive PhD courses
European Congress

9.

Website and communication

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Who are the members?
Individual members
•
•
•
•
•

101 according to the IALE Directory 2015
2012 – #54
2013 – #86
Total 276 members
2014 – #55
2015 – #54

Collective membership of national chapters
•
•
•
•

Denmark #38
Italy #30
Portugal #13
UK #94
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How to progress?
Foundation of IALE-Europe in 2009

Landscape ecology according to the
Setting the Scene paper

How to progress?
 Landscape ecology faces important challenges
today due to political, societal and
environmental changes.
 In Europe, changing perceptions of landscape by
policy makers and the public, as well as
changing expectations of the role of academia,
are affecting the approaches to landscape
research.
>> Is the Setting the Scene paper still reflecting
the landscape ecological approaches in
Europe?
>> What are the future challenges for landscape
ecology in Europe?

What we questioned
 What are the experiences of researchers
and practitioners working with
landscape in different European regions?
>> Survey among European landscape
ecologists

 What are the expectations of policy
makers at the European level towards
landscape ecology?
>> Interviews with European stakeholders

Survey structure
 Theme A – Focus on landscape research in your
country/region
• What are the perspectives and dominant
approaches?

 Theme B – Scientific and societal challenges
• How do societal and environmental processes and
changing perceptions influence and are influencing
by landscape research?

 Theme C – Landscape Ecology research:
reflections upon the ‘Setting the scene’ paper
• How do the personal experiences of researchers
relate to the key messages of landscape ecology in
Europe?

Input
 Collective: Denmark,
Portugal
 Individual: Belgium,
Denmark, Germany,
Portugal, UK
 Additional surveys
during Portland
congress
>> we continue the
process…

A1 - Which perspectives and approaches are the most important
focuses of landscape research in your country?
Ecology and ecosystems
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ecosystem services (6)
Diversty (3)
Biodiversity
Invasive species
Species protection
Geo-ecology
Ecology
Forest
Metrics and indicators
Spatial modeling

Land use related issues
•
•
•

Multifunctional land use (8)
Agriculture
Methods land use detection

•
•
•

•
•

Assessment and participation
•
•
•
•

Landscape assessment (3)
Public participation (2)
Landscape preferences (2)
Landscape perception (2)

Landscape transformations
•
•

Art and humanities

Landscape history (5)
Dynamics, land use and land cover change
dynamics (4)
Landscape archaeology (2)
Protection of landscape elements
Scenario building

•

Heritage (2)
Landscape
aesthetics
Social science

Policy, planning and management
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Landscape Planning (6)
Planning at the local level (3)
Environmental planning (3)
Climate/global change adaptation (3)
Management (2)
Nature conservation (2)
Green corridors (2)
Nature-based solutions
Policy assessment and evaluation

A2 - Is LSE an academic issue and/or also used in
practice? Which are the disciplines involved?
Who?
 Primary academic  secondary practice
 Practice also executed by consultancy companies (Denmark)
 NGO increasing focus on landscape scale conservation (UK)
 Renewed interest on landscape as holistic part in planning (Denmark)
Disciplines
 Geography (7)
(1) Back to the roots of LSE
 Landscape/regional planning (7) Carl Troll (1939)
 Ecology (6)
• Anschauungsweise: Landscape
 Forestry (5)
Ecology as way of thinking, the
 Landscape architecture (5)
“perfect marriage between
geography and biology”
 Biology (3)
 Agriculture (2)
• Landscape as research object with
holistic and interdisciplinary approach
 Environmental sciences (2)
 (conservation) biology (3)
 Spatial analysis, GIS
(2) Attention to social & cultural
 History
aspects and linkages with landscape
 Hydrology
policy, planning and design
 Social sciences

B2 - What societal, environmental and political
challenges could landscape ecology help tackle?
“landscape ecology has potential to deliver answers to many of the
challenges/wicked problems that has both societal, environmental and political
concerns “
political

Public participation
Landscape planning
Green infrastructure

Climate change
River restoration

environmental

Conservation of
cultural
landscapes
Globalisation
Rural policy
Sustainability

Landscape
accessibility
Urban resilience
Demographic change

Sustainable
Land
use change
intensification

Improving
Agricultural production
biodiversity
Nutrient
management Biodiversity and Multifunctional land use
ecosystem service

societal
Societal demands

C - Position of LSE in your region
 Degree of integrative research: between
mono and transdisciplinary
I

III

IIIII II

I

 Between focus on nature and culture
I

IIIII IIIII

I

 Between fundamental and applied research
I

II

IIIII IIII

 Between quantitative and qualitative
research
IIIII IIIII II

Interview with European
stakeholders
DG
AGRI

DG
ENV
DG
CLIMA

DG
MOVE

DG
RTD

 Geographical and spatial
concepts?
 Integration of nature and
culture?
 Landscape concept?
 Landscape ecology?

Key messages of Landscape Ecology

Antrop, Loupa Ramos, Van Eetvelde 2015

Preliminary outcome
 Ecosystem services concept is useful
because of the indicators and values that
can be derived, but does not integrate
>> Thus need to overcome the segregation
between policies and sectors –
landscape can be the solution

• Lack of context specificity in the European
policy implementation
>> Thus need to include and promote socioecological approaches and cultural
dimensions into European policy

 How can theory improve practice, planning
and policy … but also the other way around

Conclusion – our future challenges
 The survey needs to be continued:
• Include the other European regions like Eastern Europe,
Baltic countries, …?
• Include the other European stakeholders?

 Landscape ecology in Europe is still linked with its
historical roots
• but has moved into societal aspects
• and links with policy from local to European level

 Reciprocal interaction and dialogue between academia and
policy makers, practitioners
 “From pattern and process to people and action” … and
back
 But we still have a challenge in relation to the discipline of
landscape ecology itself -> what is the current core
business of landscape ecology (and IALE) today?
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Where are we heading to?
WG Europe’s Stakeholders
WG Education in Landscape Ecology
WG Landscape Ecology and Practice
Website and twitter
Individual members and collaboration with
national chapters
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Next European Congress
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